
The bald eagle is a majestic bird. What an amazing sight to see one up close, or flying directly in your 

view. Bald eagles are a protected species and should never be harmed in any way, but you do 

occasionally hear stories about them being purposely injured in the wild. Jeff Guidry, author of An Eagle 

Named Freedom, tells how he came across a severely injured baby eagle. As a volunteer for the Sarvey 

Wildlife Care Center, Jeff had the opportunity to take part in the rehabilitation of this beautiful eagle. 

The story is filled with hope, love, friendship and trust.  

 

Ted Kerasote is the author of Merle's Door: Lessons from a Free Thinking Dog (2007). This book is about 

a yellow lab that forms a special bond with its master. It was a national bestseller, and many of Ted's 

faithful readers wanted to know more. What happened to Merle? Several thousand emails were sent to 

him by loyal fans wanting to know if he was going to write another book. Ted finally writes about getting 

another dog named Pukka, the pup after Merle. A heartwarming story told through the pups point of 

view, this beautifully illustrated book is filled with more than 200 photographs of Pukka and Ted's 

wilderness adventures. Find out what kind of mischief Pukka gets himself into, and how this new 

friendship develops. 

 

Dogs are not the only animal that can win over the human heart. In her book Long Shot ; My Bipolar Life 

and the horse that saved me, author Sylvia Harris tells an amazing story about her 20 year history 

suffering with mental illness and how her love for horses helped her survive. Harris talks about growing 

up in an unloving dysfunctional family. The only time Sylvia felt any comfort or relief was when she was 

riding horses. She formed a unique bond with several horses on a farm she visited daily. Her love for 

horses, and the race track, filled her inner emotional needs and helped her manage her anxiety and 

mood changes. She longed to one day become a jockey. Read all about her success on and off the race 

track, and how working with horses brought stability and joy into her life. 

 

Rawhide down by Del Quentin Wilber contains information about the assassination attempt on former 

president Ronald Reagan. For a long time, the public was not aware that the gunshot wound the 

president received on that fateful day, was really quite serious. A team of secret service agents 

attending the president, worked very swiftly to help save his life. Ronald Reagan is the only president 

that was shot by an individual and lived to tell about it. 

 

Ron Reagan, son to former president Ronald Reagan, has written a memoir called My Father at 100. 

Although his father's political decisions were carefully scrutinized throughout his presidency, his private 

life always remained private. Ron takes us back in time to his father's early years. He tells the story of 

young Ronald Reagan, devoted son to his father, avid swimmer and lifeguard, and aspiring athlete. 

Later, among many other things, Reagan became a loving husband and father. After being diagnosed 



with Alzheimer's disease Reagan, with wife Nancy's approval, penned a letter to the American people 

about this incurable disease in the hopes it would raise public awareness and inspire people to seek 

early medical testing. 

 

All of the above books mentioned can be found at the Manistee County Library. For more information 

please contact the library at 723-2519.  

 


