
The holidays are just around the corner. Come to the library and get the latest cookbook to make 

delicious meals and desserts for your family and guests. Southern Living 2011 Annual Recipes contains 

over 750 delightful dishes and holiday favorites. The book is sectioned by months in a year. In January 

try some fabulous Super Bowl dips. The month of April has the Best Ever Bar Cookies and Quick Fix 

Meals. July boasts of grilling the best burgers and by December you can start and end the season with 

Dreamy Desserts, Cozy Casseroles, and Big Fat Cookies. 

 

Everybody loves a good Taste of Homes recipe. Check out Holiday & Celebrations 2011. This book is full 

of mouthwatering recipes like Ham for the Holidays, Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner dishes, Easter 

Breads for your basket, and Dazzling Mint Desserts. Your guests this holiday season will definitely want 

to be invited over, and over again. Other books of interest include Not your Mother's Casseroles by Faith 

Durand and Christina Ferrare's Big Bowl of Love. 

 

The library has books for those who like to cook vegan. The Complete Idiot's Guide to Vegan Baking and 

Have your Cake and Vegan too by Kris Holechek, will make you want to fire up your oven. The first book 

contains information about the benefits of being vegan, the proper way to stock a vegan pantry, tricks of 

the trade, and a list of equipment and tools needed to bake vegan style. It is challenging to prepare 

meals without using eggs, dairy or animal products, but it can be done. This book will help guide you 

with the substitutions needed, so you can too enjoy muffins, cookies and brownies and feel good about 

eating them. The second book has several cake recipes like Choconutty Cream Cake, Gluten free Monkey 

Maple cake, and a Snazzy Razzy Almond coffee cake that will surely delight vegan eaters.  

 

After all your cooking is done, why not tackle a project for the creatures that live in your garden and 

backyard. Bird, Bee, & Bug Houses by Derek Jones includes simple how - to instructions, especially 

designed for bats, birds, bees, and bugs. These little dwellings will attract birds like the robin, bluebird, 

barn swallow, and woodpecker, along with the big brown bat, and the Mexican free-tailed bat, just to 

name a few. If attracting bees to your garden is something that interests you, check out the plans for a 

Teardrop bee house. Bees like the leafcutter, sweat, mason and carpenter all like this nesting site. 

 

All of the books mentioned above can be found at the Manistee County Library. For more information 

please contact the library at 723-2519 

 


